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5
<
7 ﬁ c"‘"'\ &

o,
& N>
s for a sus

Vol. 22 No. 2 - December 2024

—

- Learning and Living for a Sustainable Future

Dear NaDEET Friend, ‘ Read on pages:
In Namibia, our summer temperatures are soaring, and 2-3:NaDEET e”t_"?
UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education s

we are (im)patiently waiting for rain. In the news, we see ARSI ,| " -- =
that we are not alone and that many people have to deal Laureate 2018 I! !
with the reality of climate change. To change this, we need education to teach the
multiple causes behind climate change and biodiversity loss. This is an important
part of NaDEET's programmes. Through the role play game "Shop Till you Drop",
played in the photo above, these secondary schoolchildren are tasked "to choose
what they want whilst shopping". It is at the end of the game, that the realisation
sets in that not everyone in their class was given the same amount of money, or
that their purchasing choices were not very sustainable, or that they hadn't even
considered to ensure that their basic needs were met. They need to ask questions,
be interested and become the problem solvers of tomorrow. Reading our programme
evaluations gives us hope, especially when children reflect on their own growth in
such simple ways: "If you go there, it will have a positive affect on you...". Thank
you!

The Urban Sustainability Centre renovation has finally begun after an extended wait 6-8: TELCI for BSP &
for all the required approvals and is already taking shape. We are more than halfway International Activities
to our fundraising goal, and hope that you will help us to get there by making a i S
donation.

NaDEET Centre had a record-breaking year with more participants than ever
before. Our Teach for ESD programme is reaching all corners of the country. Our "2 \
educators have been contributing to numerous international sustainability dialogues E’-‘-‘ﬁp.;;; *gh\.,
and we are continuing to work towards ESDfor2030 within our national network. T '
I am so proud of our achievements this year and am thrilled to have been recognized =~ 9-10:Thank you to our Donors!
for our dedicated work over more than 20 years with the 2024 UNESCO Sultan =
Qaboos Prize for Environmental Conservation. This has only been possible thanks
to my great team and the support of our donors.

Best wishes and greetings from the entire NaDEET Team, M 0147

Viktoria Keding, Director

4-5: Urban Sustainability Centre
Mibia NaDEET
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B NaDEET Centre

NaDEET Centre has a Record-Breaking Year!

A big congratulations must go to the NaDEET Centre team for hosting
a record number of 1207 participants in our 21 years of operation
without compromising on our quality programmes and service
delivery. These participants have come from all 14 regions of Namibia
and from three other countries. In the ten years before the COVID-
19 pandemic, we averaged just over 1000 participants per annum. [
In 2020 this dropped to 162 participants and has slowly been climbing §
back up.

This year we shared the NaDEET experience with a diversity of groups,
including 7 teacher programmes, 5 university groups, 2 youth groups,
and 22 school groups. We also hosted two desert guiding courses. _
Together, we practiced sustainable actions while learning and :
appreciating the Namib Desert environment. While many of the The NaDEET Centre Team

groups were our annual visitors, 15 groups came for the first time. Together, we as the NaDEET team, improved our
teaching and resilience by meeting challenges such as working with people from diverse backgrounds and in extreme
weather conditions.

Festus Awene and Elizabeth Namulo

... in the modern life we live in, we have neglected
the basic human needs and rather chase after
money. It was refreshing to learn and watch learners
be: being taught the simple pleasures of nature and
how we all depend on one another...
- teacher from Morukutu Primary School
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e NaDEET Centre

First Challenges, then Opportunities for Technological Improvements

In the past several months, the Tech Team had quite a few challenges and opportunities to ensure that NaDEET Centre
and our operational base continue to run smoothly.

NaDEET Centre Solar Electricity System

Over the Namibian winter months in July and August, our solar system's lead acid batteries showed signs of weakening
and required replacement. After 10 years of using these to provide NaDEET Centre with carbon-free electricity, we
embraced advancements in solar technology and modernised. We have kept our existing solar panels, but upgraded to
a lithium ion battery system with correlating inverters and monitoring system. With less space needed for the new
equipment, we took the opportunity to re-design the space underneath the solar park. The area now has a larger curio
shop and additional decking.

Energy Efficiency Gets a Boost

The unthinkable 7. - T ®/ With the offer to apply
happened atthe 2 = for short notice grant
end of October. money from the German
NaDEET, together Embassy, we sprang into
with millions of action to be able to
customers around access these much-

the world, lost appreciated funds! One
internet of the main purchases is
connectivity due to | five new solar hot water
the disintegration geysers for NaDEET

of a geostationary Centre which are vital for
satellite. After an the cold winter desert
initial period of not knowing what had happened, we managed ~ nights. When collecting
to get on our internet provider's priority list to get a new ; ] SRR them, Andreas met up
system installed. Unfortunately, our existing equipment was with Rauna the sales agent who shared that she had been
not compatible with the new system, forcing us to buy a new on a NaDEET Centre community programme over a decade
satellite dish and receiver. But we were fortunate to only be ago and continues to work in the renewable energy sector.
offline for three weeks and are again up and running. With this grant we are also upgrading to other more energy-
efficient equipment, such as fridges and freezers, for our
centres.

Fonk E-vehicle Charger Overheats

After years of reliable service, our Fonk electric vehicle
charger broke during a strong east wind. Our desert
conditions make it tough on electronic equipment. The
sand blocked the fans and overheated the charger. We
were devastated. But to our relief, Conrad Roedern
from Electric Vehicles Namibia cc not only helped us -
out but kindly sponsored the repair to NaDEET! Thank .
you very much! We have now taken the hint and built =+
a dustproof enclosure for the charger. The Fonk is
invaluable to us and all NaDEET staff were delighted to
have it back on track. Andreas Keding

An additional note: And these were just the tech highlights! Maintaining a well- funct/on/ng, sustainable organization
in a remote desert location with minimal resources requires a lot of ingenuity, patience and dedication.
Thank you to Andreas and his team!
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Urban Sustainability Centre

Getting ready for a glimpse into the future of the Urban Sustainability Centre!

By the end of August, our internal renovations were basically complete. This included our
new reception and information area, Exploring Namibia room and EcoHouse. While waiting
for permission to build, the Urban Sustainability Centre welcomed 233 people in 21 unique
visits - from local enthusiasts to curious educational groups as far as from Omusati in Central
North Namibia! Our doors were open for two months, and the buzz of learning about
sustainability filled the air. It was a joy for our team to reconnect with the community and
share our vision in our new home. As we look ahead to the new year, we're gearing up to be
better, bigger, and fully operational - stay tuned!

Outapi Primary School came during their school tour to the coast, with over 100 schoolchildren. Even though we only had
a limited area ready for visitors, everyone had an opportunity to explore!

Our Environmental Education Centres

"We love it here! The place is fascinating, and we learn so much about energy saing tips such a the efficiency of
lightbulbs and how to store food in the fridge" - Principal, Outapi Primary School.

Visit from Namibian-German Exchange Programme

After a week-long sustainability programme at NaDEET
Centre, 15 educators from Namibia
and Germany continued their ESD

journey at the Urban Centre. For the
team it was a welcome break from
! our renovations as we were able to
.. share how far we had come.

i The group also ventured out in

{  Swakopmund to search for examples
of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals in practice. We look forward
- to further collaboration with this
< project funded by Suni e.V.
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Our NEW Urban Sustamablllty Centre

Demolition & getting the ‘go-ahead’

At the beginning of November our building plans
were finally approved by the authorities! Not wasting
any time, we started with construction immediately!

Lena from R&L Architects ha

The old garage is turning into a classr

Creating a classroom kn‘cheh & toilets

inding us the approvals,

ycling throughout..

Making our vision a reality... ek e Ll

sustainable transportation
Soon, visitors will be able to walk through to the
back of the property, which will be the beating heart
of the centre: hands-on environmental education
programmes taking place inside and
outside our Eco-Classroom:

We have raised

more than half
of what we need
to make our

| Q‘,ion a reality.

Arecycling

Outdoor learning
station

spaces

An on-site o] Rt e Ao 2 An urban
composting system, - - > Y : food garden
where we “recycle” " i
our organic waste
into compost

Anindigenous & waterwise garden
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Teachers Successfully Brot oy ceemecmin I e
Complete Year One ? ﬁ% ’@m for @g. firdiewert oY % fris b krs
School is out and our teachers

have completed their first
year of the two-year _— PROGRAMME TIMELINE
professional development = 2024 - 2025

programme. Our teachers

. Teackh &

have taken part in a follow- o e MRS S
up training workshop and Loolidr % ”‘\Mf o~
95% of teachers have Principal & Regional [
. K Centre-based Regional Training Ce"t_re_‘basfd
implemented 300 unique Training @ Officer Info Workshops Training @ School

o NaDEET Workshops Urban Centre Site Final
activities at schools across the Centre Visits

@regions Conference

country, reaching more than
36,000 learners, teachers, { a .
and the local community. / )

Nextyears programme starts Feb-Mar Apr Jul-Sept Feb-March Jul-Sept MNov/Dec
with a week long training at 2024 [ e aRe vere | 2025

the Urban Centre.

Outdoor Learning at Okatjikona EE Centre in the Wate_rberg Plateau National Park

Outdoor Environmental Education in Namibia

Qutdesr enviranmental education appreaches & methods from NaDEET Centre

Through a collaboration with UNAM and the University
of Oulu in Finland, NaDEET was asked to produce an
P : online lecture for pre-

S > e . service teacher education
students about Outdoor

The Reg|onal Trammg Workshops in August centered on ESD t>d - ,
teaching methods, outdoor learning and climate change education. Education in Namibia. This
During these contact sessions, NaDEET educators provided also became a good
feedback and guidance on activities implemented, further teaching aid for our own
developing skills with our teachers as they continue to integrate teacher workshops at
ESD into their lessons and school activities. Importantly it gives — Okatjikona.
us the opportunity to connect with teachers directly. We look forward to
The two-day workshops were held in in the beautiful landscape ~ continuing to work

- : : together with these

R il = ¢ partners to advance EE.

Festus attending the project
stakeholder event.

of the Waterberg Plateau to further expose teachers to
outdoor experience such as hlklng, Iearnlng about
biodiversity in the area, and F
. practicing tree identification
skills. Participants practiced
different outdoor teaching
approaches like flow learning -
to share indigenous
knowledge through nature.
For many teachers it was
their first time in this iconic
location in Namibia.

Festus Awene
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TELCE for ESP

ESD Action at School: What are our teachers doing?

The Teach for ESD activities provide valuable insights into how our teachers are effectively incorporating Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) into their schools in a practical and impactful way. Here some examples of activities:

A notable achievement is the engagement of many teachers in promoting
learners' well-being. This reflects their strong commitment to involving learners
in meaningful

activities that support

SDG2, Zero Hunger,

within their school

communities. For
instance, a significant
portion of the produce
grown on school
grounds is donated to
the school feedmg program, Whlle the

Strategise ESD Action to Create Environmental | Teach in Nature

Awareness & Reduce Resource Use | Many teachers have taken the
Teachers have been motivated to establish active . initiative to organize field trips
environmental clubs at their schools who are | for their learners to various

implementing various ESD activities that focus on the | regions of Namibia, providing
school's needs and the club's interests. Activities include - them with valuable exposure

celebrating environmental days and spreading | to the country's diverse ecology -
awareness, organising and encouraging learners to join | and biodiversity, promoting a
clean up campaigns and recycle paper waste into deeper appreciation for the
recycled fireballs. | enwronment

Improving Technological Skills for Sharing, Monitoring and Evaluation

A key improvement to our implementation of the Teach for ESD programme has been to streamline the assessment process.
Since the beginning of this year we have been using EZ T : — ,

an online application for humanitarian purposes
called Kobo Toolbox which has significantly saved
us hours of administrative work.

Teachers share the planning, implementation and [ -
evaluation of their activities through the Teach for l_ _
ESD Badge system which is then accessed by

NaDEET advisors. After we saw that teachers \
struggled to consolidate their many photos, videos and

planning documents, the Regional Workshop included a practical
session in using mobile apps to better present this valuable information.
Teachers have been appreciative to learn these additional technological
skills. Elizabeth Namulo and Damaris Braune



https://nadeet.org/teach-esd

International Activities

NaDEET Awarded Prestigious UNESCO Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Conservation
On 20 November we were honoured to be the 2024 award The science and policy nterf:

recipient of this prize at the World Science Forum in Budapest, é::mﬁ'f'fa'.fif”sfr"l ke
Hungary. Awarded every two years through the generous Y e \=

funding of the Sultan Qaboos of Oman, we were nominated :

by the Namibian National Commission for UNESCO and selected

by an independent prize jury.

In recognition of NaDEET's exceptional contributions to

sustainable development, its leadership in national

environmental education policy, and its innovative and practical

approach to sustainability education, we strongly recommend

NaDEET for the 2024 UNESCO Sultan Qaboos Prize for -

Environmental Conservation. NaDEET's work serves as a shining

example of how education can address global environmental challenges and create a more sustainable future
for all. - the prize jury

NaDEET Presents at the EEASA Conference in Zambia

The 42nd conference of the Environmental

| Education Association of Southern Africa (EEASA)
was hosted by the Zambia Environmental
Management Agency (ZEMA) in Lusaka. i
"Sustainable Development: Transitioning into an
Equitable, Just, and Sustainable Economy" was
the theme and inspired many presentations and
discussions.

Amongst the delegates were NaDEET
environmental educators, Tuwilika Shihepo and
Elizabeth Namulo, to share ideas and educational practices. Tuwilika gave a well-received
presentation entitled, "NaDEET Programmes Enhancing the Role of Youth in Upscaling
EE/ESD in Namibia - through student engagement and activism".

NaDEET efforts are internationally recognized and, as an organization, our presence was
felt at the EEASA conference. Tuwilika Shihepo and Elizabeth Namulo

Rural Leadership Training in Japan Comes to an End

From April to mid December, | have been based at the Asian Rural N -
Institute (ARI) in Japan. The rural leadership training program has =
transformed my understanding of food, servant leadership, and
community development. Central to my experience is the concept
.+ of "foodlife," emphasizing sustainable farming practices that x

. promote a healthier relationship with nature and food sovereignty-
;' everyone's right to access healthy and nutritious food. We have
cultivated nearly seventy different crops organically, prioritizing
ecological balance over harmful chemicals.

i+ ARl fosters a global community where individuals from diverse backgrounds ®-
% collaborate to enhance leadership skills and cultural understanding. Through
I %

team building, active listening, and conflict resolution, we develop self-
awareness and project planning skills that enable personal growth and
community service. Our journey emphasizes the importance of addressing s

the challenges facing our communities and advocating for the marginalized l
voices whose needs are often overlooked. "

As servant leaders, we critically analyze the impacts of development and the necessity of protecting ‘
both people and the environment from exploitation. This program has taught me to strive for K
harmony with nature, fostering peace and justice while creating a rural life that is valued and ;
appreciated. | am excited to apply the lessons learned to contribute positively to NaDEET and p i

further advance our sustainable practices. Jonah Ndeuludila
Thank you to ARI & the UEMATSU scholarship for sponsoring Jonah's training.
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... and all of its donors!

... und allen deren Spendern!

To our founding supporters:
Berker Family

Elinor DUrr

Wulf & Renate Paulick
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We need YOUR Help!

s

Choose your own amount:

Support our new Urban Centre

Every contribution makes a difference.

e

A% S

# Co-sponsorship for a two-year
teacher training programme: €300
uss70 | | e

NS 1,400 | h__l [ﬁ@ﬂ@m for %gJ ﬁ;ssggg

Please make a donation in the most convenient, cost-effective and tax-deductlble manner depending on where you live:

€70 ;

Donations into a NaDEET Bank Account (please note not tax deductible):
P Account holder: NaDEET
‘ Bank name: Bank Windhoek
Branch Code: 481 772
Account number: 8002413229

SWIFT: BWLINANX Or donate on-line via our website:
IBAN: Not available www.nadeet.org
Donations via a NaDEET Support Organisation (tax deductible):
Freundschaft mit NaDEET e.V. NaDEET tax deductible Fund &
Fir eine steuerabzugsfahige Spenden- hosted by a fiscal sponsor,
bescheinigung spenden Sie an: FJC- A Foundation of Philanthrophic Fund ‘::'-.."'
Bankverbindung: Make your tax-deductible contribution donation:
Freundschaft mit NaDEET e. V. - Sparkasse Osnabriick Online: with credit card or Paypal
BLZ: 265 501 05 By sending a check to:
Kontonummer: 461 202 5579 FIC, 225 West 39th Street, 12 Floor, New York, NY 10018
IBAN: DE89265501054612025579 Write your check out to “FJC” and write:
BIC: NOLADE22XXX “NaDEET” in the memo line

For further donation options, please visit our website: http://www.nadeet.org/donations

Professional affiliations:

NaDEET
P.O. Box 8702
Swakopmund, NAMIBIA

NaDEET Head Office
Tel: +264 (0)81 367 5310
admin@nadeet.org
www.nadeet.org

Like Us On f
facebook

NaDEET is a registered non-profit
trust in Namibia.

Trust Certificate # T168/2003

DHPL ‘24
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