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Sharing our environmental education work with you

NaDEET
Newsletter

Learning and Living for a Sustainable Future

Dear NaDEET Friend,

3.02 million people: the Namibian population figure
recently released by the National Planning Commission in
a preliminary report of the 2023 national census. The growth

rate (3% per annum) is double compared to the previous period and, while population
has increased, the average household size has actually decreased. It is well-known
that the African continent has a rapidly growing, youthful population; but what
does this mean for Namibia? At the same time, there has also been much news
coverage about Namibia’s potential as the next energy hotspot with new oil
discoveries and green hydrogen projects. Our post-COVID tourism industry is
booming as visitors are attracted to our vast tranquil landscapes. How will this
impact our natural resource base? What role will our youth have in these potential
economic developments and how can we ensure the protection of the environment?

For me, it is clear that Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) has never been
more important and that we need to continue to work towards this challenge.
NaDEET is responding by ensuring that our hands-on, educational approach
remains relevant to addressing our national and global challenges. | love this candid
photo above where the schoolchild has become the teacher whilst the class is
analyzing energy usage in the NaDEET Centre daily environmental audit. This
approach to ESD focusses on not only what we teach, but how we teach it.

While NaDEET Centre is already fully booked for the year, we are working around
the clock to open our new Urban Sustainability Centre premises to meet the ever-
growing demand. We are grateful to those who have already answered our call for
support, and we hope to inspire more donations to ensure we can fulfil our vision.

Thank you from the whole NaDEET Team,

Viktoria Keding, Director
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B NaDEET Centre

18 Groups and Counting...

It is becoming another record
year at NaDEET Centre, with a
waiting list and the 2025
calendar already filling up. Who
has been visiting us? The
beginning of the year started off
with six Teach for ESD teacher
workshops in February and
March which went very well
despite soaring temperatures
(see pages 4 & 5 of the
newsletter). In April, we
partnered with a Rotary Club
Klein Windhoek Valley initiative
and hosted four groups of
schoolchildren from seven
different Khomas region primary
schools. In May we hosted three
local primary schools from

Hardap and //Kharas regions, of A~ S (7 = 5

which two visited us for the first S s corvancy vouth aroun after a successf

time. A total of 51 vouth in t Mr Vries, one of our long time participating Conservancy youth group after a successful
ime. Atotal o YOUtn IN WO 4o chers helping his learners at the conduction week of learning.

groups representing 9 regions
of the country have taken part
in our youth programme. To
provide quality environmental
education, all of these fifteen
groups took part in our Monday
- Friday programme. We also
hosted three university groups
over weekends, including our
long-standing partner the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
as well as, two new universities
from Germany.

& insulation energy activity station.

Sonop PS schoolchildren preparing for nocturnal Van Rhyn PS kids testing out their dune
catch & release trapping. boarding skills.

What Happens AFTER NaDEET?

A significant advantage of social media platforms, especially WhatsApp, is the increased feedback [ = ;‘@

we receive from our participating schools. The implementation of sustainability practices after a ‘NADEET

NaDEET Centre programme varies widely, but much of it is based on teacher motivation and school ST A

support. T
I |

The following two success stories from the far South of Namibia were
recently shared on the national WhatsApp group demonstrating these
schools’ dedication to taking action:

e

This is fantastic. Have you seen that it is reducing consumption? Read more
. : WEE = tam v about our
] | . : s . Yes and the whole school is involved in it:n ' 'ImpaCt m thel
1 o Sl e atest Annua
T Ty it wi : i Report FY24
GLIRN v ﬁ Ui I shared it with other schools in our region too. epor
Y Ty AL A R 5 v available on our
“In order to cut out electricity bill, Aussenkehr . website:
Primary School is using fireballs to prepare meals Ambrosius Amuteyna PS started an Enviro www.nadeet.org

for our learners.” - teachers Audit based on the NaDEET Centre model.
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Urban Sustainability Centre

Creating NaDEET s NEW Urban Sustainability Centre

Our Urban Sustainability Centre has found a new home and our team is working non-stop to re-create and expand the centre,
with many new exciting and innovative features! Here is a sneak peak at what wé're already busy with and what is to come:

Welcome...
Solar electricity

generation L
NaDEET
- Reception |

Once welcomed at the reception, visitors are invited to learn
about NaDEET's work or to experience the Exploring Namibia
room - a creative exhibition showcasing how an increasing
urban population impacts Namibia’s natural environment.

eelchair access

Eco-House ,
Inspired to learn
Visitors can then learn about sustainable micreand to _rf-@:;.

urban living practices by exploring our support our work .
expanded and improved model Eco-House. visitors can visit our

reception again
to make a donation
or buy curios.

Qur technical di king along volunteers,
to install the new features of the exhibition

The best is yet to come... sustalnable transportation
In future, visitors will be able to walk through to the

back of the property, which will be the beating heart

of the centre: hands-on environmental education

programmes taking place inside and outside
our Eco-Classroom:

A solar charging station for

Arecycling Outdoor learning
station 4 i & spaces
An on-site ; |, = : T -, An urban
composting system, A { - 5 3 food garden
where we "recycle” ; Mt B e RS, $ sl
our organic waste o

: Anindigenous & waterwise garden
into compost
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TERCR for ESP

f% ﬂ@m Meet Teach for ESD 2024-2025!

Al | g Teach for ESD has started the new 2024-2025 programme with momentum. Since the successful
or % P completion of the first implementation, our team has worked hard to improve it! So, what’s new?

@ Slightly smaller cohort (168 teachers), evenly distributed among all 14 regions (12 per region)

@ Revised Teach for ESD Toolkit

@ Participants partake in programmes at BOTH NaDEET Centre and the Urban Sustainability Centre

@ Principal & regional meetings to engage with leaders in education, to further enable ESD in schools

For more details on Teach for ESD and to access the revised toolkit, please visit: https://nadeet.org/teach-esd
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Building a Support Network: Regional Principal Workshops

In the month of April, the NaDEET team visited all 14 regions to hold information meetings with
our participating Teach for ESD school principals and regional officers. A total of 75 principals
attended the meetings, and 8 Heads of Departments to represent those absent, along with 46

' £ = regional officers, who included Deputy Directors, Circuit Inspectors, Chief Education Officers,

' ,%‘ and Senior Education Officers. The meetings were held to give a brief overview of NaDEET, share
- . insights into the programme and how their leadership and motivation can support the teachers
to implement ESD at schools. The involvement of school management is vital as it enables the wider education community
to invest in ESD implementation at schools through teachers.

Moreover, the National EE/ESD Policy was used as a reference on how the Teach for ESD programme is part of national
priority and how the schools can make use of the EE/ESD Strategy and Action plan to implement activities. These meetings
provided a basis for principals to ask questions, share their thoughts and challenges on implementing ESD activities with
their school’s community. The principals and regional officers appreciated the time NaDEET took to share the programme
and are now confident to lead and motivate the teachers. Beata Indongo
= Reflections from principals and regional education officers:

“Now | am aware of what is the difference between EE and ESD and now in
possession with 2 policy documents that can be shared with other teachers.” -
Omusati

“In a very good way that | will be able to inform other teachers, lead, guide and
enforce this programme at school.” - Oshana

“The programme will assist teachers to improve the teaching and learning situation
in the classroom and hence improve the living style of many people.” - Omaheke
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ESD Foundations @ NaDEET Centre Teacher Workshops

The 2024-2025 Teach for ESD Programme kicked off with a series of six week-long teacher training workshops at NaDEET
Centre. The purpose of the workshops was to lay the foundation for the 2-year programme, where teachers were fully
engaged, to learn and practice ESD. During the programme, teachers looked at the environmental crisis and how a holistic
approach is needed in solving our global ‘wicked problems’ such as climate change. The teachers also had a chance to
immerse themselves in nature by exploring the Namib’s unique biodiversity and taking time to reflect on the intrinsic
value of nature. NaDEET’s sustainability practices, from solar cooking to our food garden, was a highlight as teachers
were motivated to start implementing sustainable ESD-based actions back at school.

A key component to the programme is the revised Teach for ESD Toolkit, compromised of resources as a foundation for

learning, teaching, and implementing ESD activities at schools. Each teacher received their Toolkit during the training,
Tuwilika Shihepo

“... [this training] for teachers, is by far the best strategic
plan that any organisation has ever provided for a
Namibian teacher and the education and community
at large.” - teacher

“I have acquired new knowledge & skills on ESD that has
empowered me to start including it fully into my teaching,
when | go back to school. My understanding has changed

so much and | hope my lifestyle will change at home
& at my work place.” - teacher
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National and Regional Activities

Namibia Celebrates World Oceans Day

Namibia celebrated World Oceans Day
under the theme “Catalysing Action
for Our Ocean and Climate” at
Independence beach in Walvis Bay on
7 June 2024. His Excellency Dr. Nangolo
Mbumba, President of the Republic of Namibia in his keynote address highlighted
the role of the ocean, “The Ocean is the foundation of life. It supplies the air we
breathe and food we eat. It regulates our climate and weather. The ocean is our
planet’s greatest reservoir of biodiversity. Its resources sustain communities,
prosperity and human health around the world”. The President and other officials
toured the display stall of exhibiting organisations, including NaDEET. Tuwilika had
the opportunity to share our Urban Sustainability concept of a sustainable vs
unsustainable house. Panduleni Haindongo
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Namibia celebrates World Ocean Day

Collaborating with ShareScreen Africa in Online ESD Training for Teachers

In July of last year, Viktoria presented, 'A "Practice What We Teach" approach to Environmental Education' on the

L

.?‘ &;’;‘ 3 m"rﬂ{‘ ' designed for teachers in Namibia, with a focus on the Teach for ESD programme.
S .—l—
| Introduction into building greenin  The first series ‘Understanding Biodiversity & Climate Change to enhance Teaching and
g i Learning in Namibia’ took off in May, with presenters Corris Kaapehi (EduVentures), Dr Tendai

Kasinganeti (independent Climate Change policy expert) and Nina Maritz (Nina Maritz
Architects). They presented on biodiversity, climate change in Namibia and how to adapt to

w climate change by designing green school buildings in Namibia.

ShareScreen Africa platform. After a positive response, NaDEET and ShareScreen Africa
o - further collaborated to develop a two-part series of online talks on ESD. The talks are

Alisa Volkmann

To watch these past talks and register for future events: https://sharescreenafrica.org/video-presentations

International Activities

NaDEET Operations Manager on 9-month Professional Development
at the Asian Rural Institute
Since end of March, Jonah is attending the
Asian Rural Institute Sustainability Programme.
This multi-dimensional learning centre aims
to build capacity in sustainability and
community development with a heavy
emphasis on practical work. Here are some
of Jonah'’s first reports:

This side everything is really good. Every day
is refreshing. The country is so beaut/fu/ People are so friendly and kind. Wow! We
are done with Prof Nagata's lecture now. What amazed me is that he is promoting
NaDEET very well through his lectures. NaDEET is part of his presentations, and he
uses it as one example of how Africa is responding to climate change. The other
thing is that last week | had a presentation to talk about myself, community and
sending body but it was done in a different way. We were asked to use poster's
instead of PowerPoint. He had shared our pictures of our
activities both at NaDEET Centre and Urban Centre. | was
very proud to see NaDEET's impact beyond the African
continent. Now my colleagues keep calling me "NaDEET
or Minister of Sustainability”. Jonah Ndeuludila

Jonah meeting with Professor Yoshi Nagata, ESD professor
Sacred Heart University. Prof Nagata visited NaDEET ~
on a student tour after learning about us through his

work as a judge for the UNESCO Japan ESD Prize.

#ESDfor2030

Global Meeting for the

ESDNet 2030, Tokyo
NaDEET continues to represent
Namibian ESD on the global scale
through the ESDNet 2030.
The first in-person global meeting
took place in December attended by
200 delegates. The meeting focused
on building partnerships focused on
regional integration. Many lively
debates during the Africa regional
session led to the development of a
committee and the chosen focal area
of increased communication around
ESD.
Viktoria
presented
NaDEET’s
approach to ESD
in the urban
setting,
highlighting our
SDG walk of
Swakopmund.
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To our founding supporters:
Berker Family

A special thank you to
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Ein besonderer Dank geht an

Klein Family
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Entdecke, was in dir steckt!
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... and all of its donors!
... und allen deren Spendern!

Wulf & Renate Paulick
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We need YOUR Help!

p
Support our new Urban Centre ! Choose your own amount:
= Every contribution makes a difference.
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Help us reach our goal: NS1 million (€/USS 50,000)

__.__Help us reach our goal: >1 million (/U5 50,000) |
: ~_“7E One child at NaDEET Centre : # Co-sponsorship for a two-year
é,’ ~ for one week: €70 I teacher training programme:

€300
= WAL - uss 70 | -~ =] USS$ 300
&@% N$ 1,400 | _ AN \‘ﬁ@ﬂ@iﬂ for BSP

NS 6000

Please make a donation in the most convenient, cost-effective and tax-deductible manner depending on where you live:

Donations into a NaDEET Bank Account (please note not tax deductible):

y' Account holder: NaDEET

Bank name: Bank Windhoek
Branch Code: 481 772
Account number: 8002413229

SWIFT: BWLINANX Or donate on-line via our website:
IBAN: Not available www.nadeet.org
Donations via a NaDEET Support Organisation (tax deductible):
Freundschaft mit NaDEET e.V. NaDEET tax deductible Fund &
Fir eine steuerabzugsfahige Spenden- hosted by a fiscal sponsor,
bescheinigung spenden Sie an: FJC- A Foundation of Philanthrophic Fund “-H:'-.":
Bankverbindung: Make your tax-deductible contribution donation:
Freundschaft mit NaDEET e. V. - Sparkasse Osnabriick Online: with credit card or Paypal
BLZ: 265 501 05 By sending a check to:
Kontonummer: 461 202 5579 FIC, 225 West 39th Street, 12 Floor, New York, NY 10018
IBAN: DE89265501054612025579 Write your check out to “F/C” and write:
BIC: NOLADE22XXX “NaDEET” in the memo line

For further donation options, please visit our website: http://www.nadeet.org/donations

Professional affiliations:

SCl g M, o

memn S PR namibia forum X TN
P.O. Box 8702 Director: Viktoria Keding Technical Director: Andreas Keding
A\ Finance & Administrative Officer: Priscilla Kuzeeko
Swakopmund, NAMIBIA PME Officer: Damaris Braune ¥
EE Programme Developer: Alisa Volkmann —i
NaDEET Head Office NaDEET Centre Team:
Tel: +264 (0)81 367 5310 Operation Manager: Jonas Ndeuludila Relief Manager: Christa d’Alton
. Environmental Educator: Elizabeth Namulo & Festus Awene
admm@nadeet.org Tech Team: Mike Katambo & Daniel lilonga
www.nadeet.org Garden & Kitchen Supervisor: Helena Moses

Kitchen Educator/ Assistant: Lulu Bitz & Angela Tshelakgosi
Centre Assistant & Housekeeper: Elmarie Naris

: Urban Sustainability Centre Team:
Like Us On f : ‘Senior Environmental Educator: Panduleni Haindongo
facebook Environmental Educator: Tuwilika Shihepo & Beata Indongo
NaDEET is a registered non-profit Interns & Volunteers: Maike Sand, Jorn Maitzen, Anton Griinberg, Lydia Kapolo
trust in Namibia. Chris-Lee Asheendo & Noah Nuugulu
Trust Certificate # T168/2003 Trustees: Michael Louw ~ GabiSchneider ~ Michelle Pfaffenthaler
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